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Purpose
The purpose of the Australian Medical Council is to ensure that standards of education, training and assessment 
of the medical profession promote and protect the health of the Australian community.

Role
The Australian Medical Council (AMC) is an independent national standards body for medical education and 

training and has four core functions. The AMC:

assesses medical courses and training programs (both medical school courses and the programs for É 
training medical specialists) and accredits programs which meet AMC accreditation standards 

assesses international medical graduates who wish to practise medicine in Australia É 

advises medical boards on uniform approaches to the registration of medical practitioners and the É 
maintenance of professional standards in the medical profession 

advises the Commonwealth on the recognition of medical specialties. É 

More information on each of these functions is detailed throughout this report.  

baCkground 
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2008 direCTors’ reporT
2008 Highlights

New governance structure to a company limited by guarantee (Australian Medical Council Limited) É 

Ongoing work supporting the development of the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme É 
(NRAS)

Implementation of a national consultation process to develop a code of conduct for doctors in AustraliaÉ 

Development and implementation of three pathways for uniform, national assessment of IMGs at the É 
request of COAG

Expanded the capacity of the AMC Clinical Examination to accommodate an increased demandÉ 

Accreditation reviews of four specialist medical college training programsÉ 

Extended the accreditation of two specialist medical college education and training programs É 

Monitored progress (through annual reports) of nine accredited colleges É 

Review of two applications for specialist recognition É 

Eggvihmxexmsr vizmi{w sj Ăzi yrmzivwmx} qihmgep wglsspwÉ 

Extended the accreditation of one medical schoolÉ 

Monitored progress through periodic reports of 11 medical schools É 

Ongoing collaboration with health consumer organisationsÉ 

Ongoing collaboration with the other health professions councils.É 







8  Australian Medical Council Annual Report 2008

Education Australasia, Optometry Council of Australia and New Zealand, Australian Osteopathic Council and 
the Australian Podiatry Council. 

The ten health professions represented are those that are listed in the Council of Australian Governments 
(COAG) Intergovernmental Agreement for the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme, signed on 26 
March 2008.

Forum members contribute individually and collectively on issues of national importance to the regulated 
health professions.

During the year, the Forum considered the COAG plans for health workforce reform. The Forum supported the 
aim of national registration for the regulated health professions, and that of national accreditation schemes 
to ensure practitioners are educated to appropriate standards. Forum members worked to share expertise 
and collaborate across several areas of common interest, particularly on good practice in accreditation of 
education and training and the assessment of overseas-trained health practitioners, and the way in which 
accreditation and practitioner registration are best linked. 

Developing a Code of Conduct for Doctors in Australia
During 2008, the AMC progressed the development of Good Medical Practice: A Code of Conduct for Doctors 
in Australia. The Code aimed to develop clear, nationally consistent standards of practice and a consistent 
code of professional conduct that was understood by the profession and the community.

At the request of the Joint Medical Boards Advisory Committee (on behalf of all the state and territory medical 
boards), in 2007 the AMC established a working group to lead the development of the Code.

The Working Group included strong clinical representation and the expertise of junior doctors and medical 
students, medical regulators and educators, medical and health administrators, the Australian Medical 
Association (AMA), and the perspectives of rural and indigenous practitioners as well as consumers and the 
community. Former AMC President, Dr Joanna Flynn, chaired the Working Group.

Xli hizipstqirx 

Xli
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2008 operaTions
Specialist Education Accreditation 
The Specialist Education Accreditation Committee manages the assessment and accreditation of specialist 
medical education, training and professional development programs for the AMC. 

Reviews 
The AMC completed four accreditation assessments during 2008 - three involved comprehensive assessments 
by AMC teams and one a short follow up visit: 

An assessment of the education and training programs in medical administration provided by the Royal É 
Australasian College of Medical Administrators in June 2008 

The AMC granted accreditation of the education and training programs of the Royal Australasian College 
of Medical Administrators for four years (until December 2012) subject to satisfactory annual reports.

A review of the education and training programs of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians in É 
August 2008

The team’s accreditation report and recommendations will be considered by the Specialist Education 
Accreditation Committee in 2009.

An assessment of the education and training programs in sport and exercise medicine provided by the É 
Australasian College of Sports Physicians in November 2008

The team’s accreditation report and recommendations will be considered by the Specialist Education 
Accreditation Committee in 2009. 

A follow up review of the new surgical education and training program of the Royal Australasian College É 
of Surgeons in October 2008

The November 2007 meeting of the Council had granted accreditation of the surgical education and 
training and the continuing professional development programs of the Royal Australasian College of 
Surgeons until December 2011, subject to conditions including a satisfactory report within one year on 
progress in key areas to the Specialist Education Accreditation Committee.

Xli 644< jspps{ yt vitsvx gsrgpyhih xlex xli Gsppiki leh qix xli Ăzi vitsvxmrk gsrhmxmsrw2

Accreditation Extensions
The AMC extended the accreditation of two education and training programs during the year:

It extended the accreditation of the education and training programs of the Royal Australian and New É 
^ieperh Gsppiki sj Sfwxixvmgmerw erh K}reigspskmwxw yrxmp 64570 wyfnigx xs wexmwjegxsv} erryep vitsvxw 
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�à�•��M�Ä�[�O�°�James Cook University School of Medicine and Dentistry�°�The University of Melbourne School of Medicine�°�Monash University Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences�°�The University of New South Wales Faculty of Medicine�°�The University of Newcastle and University of New England Joint Medical Program�°�The University of Notre Dame Australia School of Medicine Sydney�°�The University of Tasmania School of Medicine�°�The University of Western Australia School of Medicine.�°�University of Notre Dame Australia Fremantle School of MedicineThe Medical School Accreditation Committee invested considerable time and effort5during   08 working 

closely with this university as it addressed issues raised during the   07 accreditation process. The AMC also 

�À� �°�€�•�0��Z�O�L�K�€�P�À�ð�p�À�•�°�€�°�Ð��Z�V�Y�`�à�•�V�\�W�°�`�à�`�•� � �p�À� ��Ä�J�H�S�S�`�à���°�ð�°�ð�À�À�P��]�L�Y�Z�P�°���°�`�À�P� �À�•�L�°�ð�€�°�€�@� �€� � �•�L�K�P�°�€�°��V�Ustandards and requirements are clear, pending the scheduled follow-up AMC visit in   09. Preliminary Assessment of a Major Change to an Existing SchoolThe AMC considered a Stage 1 submission for a major change to The University of Queensland’s established �@�À�°��J�H�S�p�•�V�N�Y�H�T���€�°�°�ð��Z�@�•� �°� �°�€�à�À�`�Ð�°�ð�À�€� Z�L�Z� �@�À�P�°�p�•�V�J�L�Z� �0�°�ð�À�À�P��]�L�Y�Z�P�°���@\�Z�[�°�À�@V�U� �°�•�€�°�À�°�ð�€�°���°�ð�€� the capacity to implement the medical course and that the course is likely to satisfy AMC accreditation standards. The AMC decided that the Stage 1 submission from the University of Queensland for a major change to its accredited course did not meet AMC requirements.Indigenous Involvement An Indigenous Health Assessor Training Workshop was held in September   08, targeted to Indigenous 

doctors and medical educators interested in participating in the AMC accreditation process. The workshop:
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Table 3 ô4MCQ Examinations
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Country of Training Sat 1Sat 2Sat 3 Sat 

4 +

TotalPass 1Pass 2Pass 3 Pass 

4 +

TotalPOLAND7212 12��1118

ROMANIA 16611 244010��

RUSSIA 61����10810416761 ����

SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS����00602002

SAINT LUCIA1100210001

SAMOA0100100000

SAUDI ARABIA 10100 114100��

SERBIA������6 171112��

SEYCHELLES1000100000

SINGAPORE2000220002

SLOVAK REPUBLIC1101��01001

SOUTH AFRICA 77��00 8064100 ����

SOUTH KOREA ����200 1710200 12

SPAIN0100100000

SRI LANKA������4141������1962811226

SUDAN ������22 24��1107

SWEDEN1000110001

SYRIA 10��00 ������200��

TAIWAN1212600000

TANZANIA2000200000

THAILAND711094010��

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO9��00 1281009

TURKEY40026��002��

UGANDA1000100000

UKRAINE ����2099 7014640 24

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES2000220002

UNITED KINGDOM2000200000

USA4100��40004

USSR010��601012

UZBEKISTAN0020200202

VENEZUELA1000100000

VIETNAM7411 ������2007

ZIMBABWE ����110 ����16110 18

Totals2541748241207 37371360347108611876



AMC Clinical Examination 
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The Royal Australasian College of Physicians, Adult Medicine DivisionAustralasian Chapter of Palliative MedicineAustralasian College for Emergency MedicineAustralasian College of DermatologistsAustralasian Faculty of Occupational and Environmental MedicineAustralasian Faculty of Public Health MedicineAustralasian Faculty of Rehabilitation MedicineAustralian and New Zealand College of AnaesthetistsAustralian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists, Faculty of Pain MedicineJoint Faculty of Intensive Care MedicineThe Royal Australasian College of Physicians, Paediatrics and Child Health DivisionRoyal 

Australasian College of Medical 

Administrators

Royal 

Australasian College of Surgeons

Royal 

Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists

Royal 

Australian and New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists

Royal 

Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists

Royal 

Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists

Royal 

Australian College of General Practitioners

Royal College of Pathologists of AustralasiaTotalInitial Processing
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finanCial reporT 30 June 2008

Summary 
Xli Eywxvepmer Qihmgep Gsyrgmp stivexih ew er Mrgsvtsvexih irxmx} hyvmrk xli Ărergmep }iev irhih 74 Nyri 
644<2 Xli Ărergmep wxexiqirxw jsv 644;34< lezi fiir tvitevih eggsvhmrk xs xli Eywxvepmer Eggsyrxmrk 
Standards and the Associations Incorporations Act 1991 (ACT) and have been audited by WalterTurnbull.

Xli xsxep viziryi jsv xli }iev {ew (59069:08<6 erh xli xsxep i|tirhmxyvi (5706=90=88 tvshygmrk e wyvtpyw sj 
(50=:4097< jsv xli Ărergmep }iev2 E gsqtevmwsr sj mrgsqi erh i|tirhmxyvi sziv xli pewx Ăzi }ievw mw wix syx 
in Table 8.

Xli viziryi mrgviewih f} 8428) sziv xli tvizmsyw }iev2 Xli qensv gsrxvmfyxmsr xs xli viziryi geqi jvsq 
i|eqmrexmsr jiiw? tvmqev} wsyvgi zivmĂgexmsr jiiw erh xli wepi sj tyfpmgexmsrw2 E ri{ viziryi wxvieq {ew 
created during the year by way of the Competent Authority pathway assessment fees. 

Xli xsxep kverx jvsq xli Gsqqsr{iepxl jsv xli Ărergmep }iev 644;34< {ew (607770;8;0 {lmgl tvszmhih 
jsv Wtigmepmwx Ihygexmsr Eggvihmxexmsr ,(94607=4-? Vigskrmxmsr sj Qihmgep Wtigmepxmiw ,(77:0<96-? erh er 
additional grant of $618,744 to support the implementation of the COAG International Medical Graduate 
ewwiwwqirx mrmxmexmzi2 Xli gsvi evie sj egxmzmx} sj xli EQG vigimzih (8870478 erh (8760;6; {ew e wtigmep 
grant for the medical boards for the development of the Competent Authority pathway model. 

Xli qihmgep fsevhw gsrxvmfyxih (98806;4 ew e kverx jsv xli  ���T�L�K�F4ð�À
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Notes to the Financial Statements for Year Ended 30 June.7508
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Other Liabilities

CURRENT

 c081$ c071$Income received in advance �c�B�h�BDepartment of Health & Ageing - grants in advance1�h�²�h�² ,317,5661,217,741Note.43:1
Provisions

�,�yW•BV�`�L�L���)�L�U�L�Ç•°TotalOpening Balance1at277July  c07

�c�€m�B�c�€m�BAdditional Provisions

 8,-15 8,-15

�)�H•BH•P� �À��$‰[����#�\�U�L�� 44,74  44,74 Analysis of Total Provisions
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Note 19:  Related Party Transactions

The Board members receive an allowance for attendance at board meetings to the value of $260 per session.  
No other remuneration was received in connection with services provided.

Note 20:  Segment Reporting 

The Council operates predominately in one business and geographical segment, being a national standards 
advisory body for medical education and training in Australia. 

Note 21:  Cash Flow Information
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��€(� )

�°�

�(�€:�•�°�AASB.  07-8 Amendments to Australian Accounting Standards arising from  AASB.801�°�
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Income and Expenditure Statement for Core Activities
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sTruCTure and governanCe
In an historic shift, in June 2008 the Australian Medical Council adopted a new constitution when members 
of the Council voted unanimously to change the AMC structure from an incorporated association to a 
company limited by guarantee. The decision was made after a strategic review conducted in 2007 found 
constitutional change was necessary to provide the AMC with the foundation for all its current and possible 
future operations.

The changes in legal structure support the national and international operations of the AMC and provide a 
qsvi ăi|mfpi stivexmrk tpexjsvq jsv xli Gsyrgmp0 {lmpi vixemrmrk xli mrhitirhirgi sj xli EQG2

“The Council’s strength is the depth, breadth and independence of the collective knowledge and expertise 
available to it. This change will ensure that the AMC can continue to draw on this strength as the framework 
for Australia’s new health regulation and accreditation system is built…” 

Dr Joanna Flynn, Immediate Past President, AMC Media Release, June 2008.

AMC Organisation Structure
 

 
 

 

 AMC CEO
Mr Ian Frank

 

Management Services
Senior Executive Officer, Ms Peggy Sanders

 Accreditation
Deputy CEO, Ms Theanne Walters

 Assessment Services
Director, Dr Heather Alexander

 

Service Desk 

Primary Source Verification 

Examination Development 

Multiple Choice Question 
(MCQ) Examinations 

 

Clinical Examinations 

Administration 

Information Technology 

Research and Policy Medical Schools 

Recognition of Medical 
Specialties 

 

Specialist Medical Training 

Human Resources 

Finance 
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